l8o           PLAYWRITWO   FOH   LOVE
of royal support, Henrietta Maria (as it happened
much to Mr Prynne's disadvantage) had a pen-
chant for acting in pastorals, anil encouraged the
more gifted of those in her train to write plays
of that sugary, highly artificial type. Nor was this
all Owing to another of the Queen's predilec-
tions a cult of platonie love had hern established
at court, and, cither at the King's suggestion or
with his approval, plays came to be written hy
divers courtier-poets in exemplification of itR
refining qualities* Initially acted for the most
part at Whitehall at the royal expense, these
plays were generally given subsequently to the
producing companies- for public use: in one or
other of the select theatres* Thus, Lodowick
CarlcIFs The Dmmn^ Iwmr/l^ after it hud been
performed at court in 16x9 by the King*K Men*
was also acted by them for a time At the Black-
friars.
But the cloud on the professional dramatist *#
horaon had lowered somewhat1 earlier* Already
the University amateur had come on the- scene.
In Shirley's sparkling comedy, Tfo W'lllf /"<///*
Qnty as acted at the Oockpit in 16*8^ Violctta
finds occasion in the course of the fourth net to
say that there1 arc excellent potts about town* a
remark which evokes from Sir Nicholas Treadle